
Cessna O-1 Bird Dog
The Bird dog was developed during the late 40s to replace the

aging spotter aircraft from Stinson and Piper that were in use during
WW2. The Bird dog was fully metal skinned unlike its fabric covered
predecessors.

The Bird Dogs primary role was artillery spotting beginning service in 1950 and
being used in this role in both Korean and Vietnam wars. It had good STOL
performance and found employment as a Liaison aircraft and for clandestine ops. 

In 1964 a change in US doctrine transferred all fixed wing aircraft to the
Airforce. Bird dogs were used as forward air controllers by the USAF. The Bird dog
would fly low and slow observing for enemy fire and directing attacks. 469 were lost
due to enemy action.

Bird dogs were highly valued and remained in service until 1974 despite being
replaced by the O-2 Skymaster and O-10 Bronco. Many were sold to civil operators.
In 209, 330 aircraft were listed on the US Federal register.

Data: Observation iarcraft Engine one Continental flat-6 air cooled piston
engine of 159 kW. Wing span 10.97m.  Length 7.87m.  Maximum take-off weight
1,102kG.  Maximum speed 185km/h.  Range 850 km.  Armament Unarmed, provision
for four smoke rockets in FAC role.  Crew 2.

Airfix 1/72 kit completed by Steve Pulbrook in 2018.
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