Grumman F9F-4 Panther

The Grumman F9F series of single jet fighters was Grumman’s
first production jet aircraft and proved to be solid and reliable. The
FIF Panthers served with the United States Navy during the Korean

War.

Development of the FOF began in 1945 and had settled on a simple single seat
jet powered fighter by August 1946 based around American versions of the Rolls
Royce Nene engine. The first flight occurred in February 1948, carrier trials began in
March 1949 and squadron deliveries began in May 1949. The F9F-4 had a more
powerful engine that required its fuselage to be lengthened by 197 inches to
accommodate it and additional fuel and several other changes. The first FOF-4 flew
in July 1950 but due to trouble with that engine only a few were constructed and
production moved to the similar but re-engined FOF-5.

This model represents 125939 of VMF-314 in about.1953.

Data: Engine one Pratt & Whitney J-48-PA turbojet engine of 32.2kN (7,250
Ib) thrust. Span 11.58m (38ft). Length 11.84m (381t 10in).. Maximum take-off weight
8492kg (18,7211b). Maximum level speed 932km/h (579mph). Range 2092km (1300
miles). Armament four 20mm cannon plus bombs or rockets. Crew: one

Matchbox 1:72 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in August 1982.
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