
Messerschmitt-Bolkow-Blohm
MBB-105M

The MBB-105 was developed in the 1960s along traditional lines
but with a new rigid rotor system.  It became very popular in civil and
military roles and has been manufactured in Germany, Spain, Canada
and Indonesia.

The MBB-105 was initially developed as a civil utility specialising in the air
taxi and VIP transport roles.  However, it’s rigid rotor also gave it the agility necessary
for many military roles.  It’s first flight took place on 16 February 1967 and the basic
version, the 105C, entered service in 1975.  The German Army became its largest
operator with 100 utility and over 100 anti-tank versions.  It has also been used in
other military roles including search and rescue and reconnaissance.  It became the
basis for development of a range of more advanced helicopters.

This model represents a MBB-105M flying with the German Army in the 1980s.
Data: light utility helicopter.  Engines. two Allison 250-C20B turboshaft

engines of 313kW (420shp) each.  Rotor diameter 9.84m (32ft 3½in).  Length
including rotors 11.86m (38ft 11in).  Maximum speed 242km/h (150 mph).  Maximum
take-off weight 2500kg (5511lb).  Range 653km (409miles). 

Airfix 1:72 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in January 1983
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