
Roland C.II
The Roland C.II was one of the most streamlines aeroplanes of

World War I.  Despite its appearance it was a difficult aeroplane to fly
and did not survive long in German front line service

The Roland company began the war building aeroplanes designed by other
companies under licence.  Engineers thought it should be possible to design stronger
and more streamlined aeroplanes to reduce the heavy drag of existing designs and the
C.II was the result.  The unique fuselage was made of layers of plywood and rigging
wires were kept to a minimum to reduce drag.  In all about 300 were built and
although they could be very effective in the hands of an experienced pilot they were
a handful for new pilots while they allowed only limited visibility for the aircrew. 
After front line service in 1916 and 1917 they were used as trainers for the rest of the
war.

This model represents a standard C.II.
Data: Engine one Mercedes D.III in-line piston engine of 120kW (160hp) . 

Wing span 10.30m (33ft 9½in).  Length 7.70m (25ft 3¼in).  Gross weight 1,284kg
(2,821lb).  Maximum level speed 165km/h (103mph).  Armament two 7.92mm
(o.31in) Parabellum machine guns and four 12.5kg bombs.

Heller 1/72 kit.  Completed in August 1998.
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