
Potez 540
The Potez 540 multi-role aeroplane typified French aeronautical

thinking of the mid 1930s.  It was intended for use as a fighter escort,
reconnaissance and bombing aeroplane but by the end of the 1930s it
was obsolete.

The Potez 54 prototype was designed to perform a variety of roles.  The
prototype flew for the first time on 14 November 1933, tests were completed in May
1934 and the first ones were delivered to the French air force in November that year. 
Several versions were developed but the 540 was the main production version and 192
were constructed.  Several were used during the Spanish Civil War.  Towards the end
of the 1930s they were obsolete and, from 1938, they were withdrawn from front line
service.  However, they remained in use as transports and trainers.

This kit represents Potez 540 No.54 of 2 Escadrille, GR1/52 in 1935
Data:  Engines two Hispano-Suiza 12Xirs piston engines of 515kW (690hp). 

Length 16.20m (53ft 1¾in).  Wingspan 22.10m (72ft 6in).  Maximum take-off weight
5950kg (13,118lb).  Maximum speed 310km/h (193mph).  Range 1250km (777 miles). 
Armament three 7.5mm (0.295 in) Darne machine guns and a bomb load of up to
550kg (1210lb).

Smer (Heller) 1:72 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in February 1999.
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