
Nieuport 11
The Nieuport 11 was one of the best of the first generation of

fighters.  It was extremely manoeuvrable and fast for its time and very
popular with its pilots.  It also set trends in fighter design that lasted
many years.

When World War I commenced in 1914 there was no such thing as the fighter
aeroplane.  When that need became obvious a number were quickly developed,
sometimes using existing aeroplanes.  The Nieuport 11 was derived from a pre-war
racing aeroplane which quickly showed such potential that it was ordered by both the
French and British governments.  It entered service in August 1915 and soon helped
overcome earlier German dominance in the air.  It was so successful for its time that
it was built in large numbers in France, Holland, Italy and Russia.  It was popular with
its pilots and many Aces started their careers flying them.

This model represents a French aeroplane..w
Data:  Engine one Le Rhone 9C rotary engine of 60kW (80 hp.  Wing span

7.52m (24ft 9in).  Length 5.50m (19ft 0¾in).  Maximum take-off weight 480kg
(1058lb).  Maximum level speed 162km/h (97mph).  Range 250km.  Armament one
fixed forward firing 7.7mm (0.303 in) Lewis gun.

Toko 1/72 kit.  Completed in August 2000.
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