
Curtiss C-46 Commando
The Curtiss C-46 was a large and very useful cargo aeroplane

used by the United States during World War II.  It was overshadowed
by the smaller C-47 Dakota but still made a valuable contribution to
the allied war effort.

The C-46 began life as an airliner, flying for the first time in March 1940.  Its
large capacity attracted the attention of US military officials and it was soon ordered
into production as a military freighter.  Over 3000 C-46s were manufactured, they
served mostly in the Pacific theatre with the USAAF and US Marine Corps.

C-46s were perhaps most useful in flying the air link between India and China
after the Japanese occupied Burma and they also contributed to American island-
hopping actions.  They remained in military service with several air forces well into
the 1980s and became popular with cargo airlines, flying all over the world.  Some of
them remain in service today

This model represents a production C-46
Data:   Engine two 1500kW (2000hp) Pratt & Whitney R-2800-51 radial piston

engines.  Wing span 32.92m (108ft).  Length 23.27m (76ft 4in).  Gross weight
20,412kg (45 000lb).  Maximum speed 430km/h (270mph).  Range 5070km (3150
miles).  Payload 40 troops or 6800kg of cargo.  Crew 4 or 5.

Williams Brothers 1:72 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in September 2001.
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