
Handley Page Victor B.2
The Victor was one of three large British bombers designed in the

late 1940s and early 1950s to serve in Britain’s nuclear deterrence force. 
They remained in service until the 1980s, in later years serving as aerial
tankers. 

Victor design began in 1945, using the latest German high speed aeronautical
research.  It was designed to deliver heavy bomb loads (including atomic bombs) at
high altitude and high speed to targets in Russia.  The prototype first flew on 24
December 1952, production versions began  entering service in November 1957.and
the 86th and final Victor entered service in May 1963.  They were replace by submarine
launched missiles as Britain’s nuclear deterrent in the 1960s but many were remained
in service as tankers until the 1980s.

This model represents XM715 of 100 Squadron, RAF, 1963.
Data:  Engine four Rolls-Royce Conway Mk 201 turbofan engines of 9344kg

(20 600lb) thrust.  Wing span 36.48m (120ft).  Length 35.03m (114ft 111in). 
Maximum take-off weight 105687kg (233 000lb).  Maximum speed 1030km/h
(640mph).  Range 3701km (2300 miles).  Armament nuclear or conventional bombs
up to 35 454kg (1000lb)..

Matchbox 1/72 kit Scale Aircraft Modeller magazine decals completed by Leigh
Edmonds in September 2002.
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