
Loire 46
The Loire 46 fighter was developed in the early 1930s and

demonstrated good characteristics for that period.  Only a small
number were produced and they had been relegated to training work
by the beginning of World War Two.

This fighter evolved from two earlier Loire designs that had been entered in the
French fighter competition of the early 1930s.  Although neither won the competition
the design was developed into the Loire 46 and sixty were ordered as a backup to the
winner.  The first Loire 46 flew on 1 September 1934 and they entered service with
the French Air Force in 1936.  In December 1938 they were replaced in front line
service and relegated to gunnery training.  A handful had also been sold to Spain
where they flew for a few months at the beginning of the Civil War.

This model represents Number 19 flying at the Cazaux Gunnery School in
1939.

Data: single seat fighter.  Engines one Gnome-Rhone 14Kf radial engine of
694kW (900hp).  Wing span 11.83m (38ft 9¾in).  Length 7.88m (25ft 10¼in).  Gross
weight 2100kg (4630lbs).  Maximum speed 370km/h (242mph).  Range 750km
(466miles).  Armament four 7.5mm (0.295mm) machine guns in the wings.

Azur 1/72 kit.  Completed in November 2003.
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