Yakovilev Yak-38

The Yak-38 (Forger-A) was a Russian attempt to give its navy a
vertical take off and landing fighter. Although it entered service it
proved to be a serious disappointment and was taken out of service in
1991.

Yakovlev began development of an operational vertical take-off and landing
fighter for the Red Navy in 1967. The first Yak-38 made a hovering flight in
September 1970 but development was slow so the first carrier flight did not occur until
1972. About 150 entered service from October 1976 but they proved disappointing
with very limited range and payload. They were also difficult to fly and a third were
lost in accidents. Nobody was sad to see them grounded in 1991.

This model represents a Yak-38 in service around 1980.

Data: single-seat fighter. Engines one Tumansky R-28-300 turbofan of 66.7kN
(15,0001b) thrust and two Kolesov RD38 31.9kN (7,1701b) liftjets . Wing span 7.32m
(24ft). Length 15.5m (501t 10in). Maximum take-off weight 11,700kg (25,8001bs).
Maximum speed 1,050km/h (650mph). Range 100km (62miles). Armament a variety
of guns and rockets to a total weight of about 600kg (1,3251bs)

Ace 1/72 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in February 2005.
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