Grumman F7F-3

The Grumman F7F Tigercat was one of the most powerful piston
engined fighters ever produced. Although it’s development began
before the US joined WWII in 1941 very few were in operation before

the end of the war in 1945

Development of the F7F began in December 1940 and the US Navy placed an
order for two prototypes in June 1941. The first prototype made its maiden flight on
3 November 1943 and its great potential led the Nary to order 500. The first
operational F7F was delivered on 29 April 1944 but stability problems meant they
could not be flown from aircraft carriers so they were used by the US Marine Corps
as night fighters. The end of the war in August 1945 meant that only 354 F7Fs were
produced, and about 12 remain in existence today.

This model represents a generic F7F in US Navy service, c. 1947.

Data: Engine Pratt & Whitney R-280-34W Double Wasp radial piston engines
of 1600kW (2100hp) each. Wing span 15.7m (511t 6in). Length 13.8m (45ft 4in).
Maximum Take-off weight. 11,670kg (25,720lb). Maximum speed T40km/h
(460mph). Range 1,930km (1200miles). Armament four 20mm cannon, four 12.7mm
(0.51n) machine guns and 907kg (20001b) of underwing weapons.

Monogram 1.72 kit with Microscale decals. Completed in February 2007.
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