
Supermarine Spitfire Vb
The Supermarine Spitfire was the most well known of British

World War II fighters.  The Spitfire V (Mark 5) was produced as a
interim version but became very successful and over 6500 were
produced between 1941 and 1943

Development of the Spitfire began in 1933 and the prototype first flew in March
1935.  The prototype of the improved Spitfire V flew in December 1940 and they
went on to fly in all theatres of the war with many allied air forces.  At one time the
RAF operated more than 140 Spitfire V squadrons but the pace of technical
development was so great that only five squadrons of them remained in RAF service
by 1944.

This model represents a Spitfire Vb flying with No121 ‘Eagle’ Squadron from
Debden, England, in September 1942.

Data: Single-seat fighter.  Engines one Rolls Royce Merlin 45 piston engine
of 1096 kW (1478 hp).  Wing span 11.23m (36ft 10in).  Length 9.12m (29ft 11in). 
Gross weight 3071kg (6417lb).  Maximum speed 597km/h (369kt).  Maximum range
400km (280 miles).  Armament two 20mm Hispano cannon and four 7.7mm (0.303
in machine guns.  Crew 1.

Airfix 1/72 kit with Pro Modeller and Eagle Strike decals completed by Leigh
Edmonds in November 2007.
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