
Dassault Etendard IVM
The Dassault Etendard IV was a strike fighter developed in the

1950s for the French Navy.  They flew from French aircraft carriers
from 1962 until they were withdrawn from service in the 1990s.

The Etendard began as an entry in the NATO strike fighter competition that was
won by the Fiat G.91.  In addition, a slightly larger version suitable for the French
Navy was developed and the prototype first flew on 21 May 1958.  An order was
placed for 69 fighters (Etendard IVM) and 21 reconnaissance versions (Etendard IVP)
and they began entering service in 1962.  Etendard IVMs remained in service until
1991 (replaced by Super Etendards) and some Etendard IVPs remained in service into
the 21st Century.

This model represents an Etendard IVM of Flotille 17F at Base Aeronautique
Navale Hyehes-le-Palyvestre in 1964.

Data: single-seat strike fighter.  Engine one SNECMA Atar 8B turbojet of
43.16kN thrust.  Wing span 9.60m.  Length 14.35m.  Maximum take-off weight
10,200kg.  Maximum speed 1099km/h.  Range 3,300km.  Armament two 30mm DEFA
cannon and up to 1360kg or underwing stores including 2 Matra rocket pods, bombs
or drop tanks.  Crew 1.

Heller 1/72 kit with Carpena decals completed by Leigh Edmonds in April
2009.
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