
BAC Lightning F.53
The Lightning was a high performance supersonic interceptor

designed to defend Britain against nuclear armed bombers.  A small
number were sold to Saudi Arabia where they were flown operationally
between 1966 and 1986.

The Lightning F.53 was an export version of the RAF Lightning F.6 with
additional hard points on the wings to give it a ground attack capability.  Deliveries
began in July 1968 and a total of 47 were delivered.  They flew ground attack missions
during a civil war in Yemen in late 1969 and early 1970 and were highly effective, the
only time Lightnings fired shots in anger.  They remain in service until 1986 when
they were replaced by F-15s.

This model represents Lightning F.53, 53-692 of 13 Squadron, Royal Saudi Air
Force, at Tabuk Air Base in 1977.

Data: supersonic all-weather interceptor.  Engines two Rolls Royce Avon
RB.136 Mk310 turbojet engines of 56.45kN dry thrust and 72.77kN with afterburner. 
Wing span 10.61m.  Length 16.84m.  Maximum take-off weight 18,915kg.  Maximum
speed 2415km/h.  Range 1287km.  Armament two 30mm ADEN cannon, two Red Top
missiles and up to 450 kilograms of bombs or rockets.

Trumpeter 1/72 kit with Model Alliance decals completed by Leigh Edmonds
in April 2009.
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