Char D2

The Char D2 was designed as a cheaper and lighter version of the
Char B. It suffered many mechanical problems which made it

unsuitable for combat and less than 100 were eventually manufactured.

The Char D2 was an improved version of the older Char D1 and was mainly
developed as a possible replacement for the Char B. Development began in 1930 and
the first 50 were delivered in 1936 and 1937. A further batch of 50 were ordered,
intended to replace the first batch which had quickly become worn but deliveries were
not completed by the time of the Battle of France. They served with one of France’s
elite tank units but their mechanical condition and the chaos of the Battle meant they
achieved little to prevent the German advance. Of the 84 D2s known to be delivered
only 21 were destroyed by enemy action, most were abandoned after breakdowns.

This model represents a Char D2 of the 19" Bataillon de Chars de Combat, c.
May 1940.

Data: Engine one Renault 150 hp engine. Hull width 2.22m. Hull length
5.46m. Height2.66m. Combat weight 1975 kg. Maximum speed 23km/h. Maximum
range 100km. Armament 47mm SA35 cannon and two 7.5mm machine gun. Crew
3.

Sparrow Casting 1/72 kit.
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