Republic XF-12

The Republic XF-12 was a large long range photo-reconnaissance
aircraft designed in the early 1940s for the Pacific War. Despite its high
performance it was too late for the war and only two prototypes were

produced.

Development of the XF-12 began in 1943 to give United States long range
reconnaissance over the long distances of the Pacific War. It was designed for the
highest aerodynamic efficiency and to fly on ‘all fours’ - four engines at 400 mph
cruise over 4000 miles at 40,000 feet altitude. However the conversion of B-29s to
perform long range photo-reconnaissance made the XF-12 unnecessary and the first
one did not fly until 4 February 1946.

Two prototypes were constructed and test flown. The second prototype crashed
in November 1948 and the first one was retired in June 1952.

This model represents the first prototype, c. 1947.

Data high performance reconnaissance aircraft. Engines four Pratt & Whitney
R-4360-31 0f2,423kW each. Wing span 39.37m. Length 28.56m. Maximum take-off
weight 45,994kg. Maximum speed 756km/h. Range 7242km. Crew 7.

Anigrand 1/144 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in May 2010.
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