
Northrop Grumman RQ-4B
The Northrop Grumman RQ-4B is an unmanned aerial vehicle

developed in the United States during the 1990s.  It is capable of
surveying as much as 100,00 square kilometres of terrain a day in real-
time with a wide range of sensors.

Development of the RQ-4 began in 1994 to create a ‘high altitude endurance’
unmanned aerial vehicle as one of a range of these new kinds of aeroplanes.  The first
concept development demonstrator flew for the first time in February 1998 and low
rate production commenced in February 2002.  After 16 RQ-4As had been produced
production switched to the larger RQ-4B which allowed the aeroplane to carry an
additional 3000 pounds of equipment, and the first flight occurred on 1 March 2007.

RQ-4s flight test evaluations were performed by the 452nd Flight Test Squadron
and they have been used operationally in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, flying from
bases in the Unites States.

This model represents a RQ-4B of the 452nd FLTS, 416th TW, Edwards AFB in
2006.

Data: Engine Rolls Royce/Allison F137-AD-100 turbofan of 33.8kN. Wing
span 39.90m.  Length 14.50m.  Maximum take-off weight 14,630kg. Range 24,985km.

Italeri 1/72 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in October 2010.
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