
Ilyushin Il-40P
The Ilyushin Il-40P was a jet powered close support aeroplane

developed in the Soviet Union in the early 1950s.  It did not enter
production due to a revision of Soviet military doctrine in the mid
1950s.

The Ilyushin design bureau began planning a jet engined ground attack aircraft
in 1951.  The prototype first flew on 7 March 1953 and flew well until the nose
mounted guns were fired, flaming out or hiccuping the engines.  Several remedies were
tried but the only permanent solution was the extension of the air intakes to the
aeroplane’s nose.  Production was ordered in October 1954 but ceased in April 1956
when Soviet aviation doctrine changed from direct ground support to the use of
battlefield nuclear weapons instead.

This model represents the first prototype in early 1955.
Data: Armoured ground-attack aircraft.  Engines two Tumansky RD-9V turbojet

engines of 31.9kN thrust each on afterburner.  Wing span 17m.  Length 17.21m. 
Maximum take-off weight 17,600kg.  Maximum speed 993km/h.  Range 1320km. 
Crew 2.  Armament five AM-23 23mm cannon and up to 1400kg of bombs in wing
bomb bays and underwing pylons.

Amodel 1/72 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in May 2011..
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