Schneider CA (early)

The Schneider CA was the first French armoured fighting vehicle.
They were quite primitive, cramped, uncomfortable and vulnerable to
fight from, but they helped break the dominance of the machine gun in
World War 1

Planning for a French armoured fighting vehicle began in early 1915 and a
prototype Schneider was demonstrated on 9 December 1915. In February 1916 an
order was placed for 400 Schneider tanks and the first one was delivered on 5
September that year. They were developed around a Holt caterpillar tractor and the
fighting compartment was very cramped and uncomfortable.

They were deployed for the first time on 16 April 1917 at Berry-uu-Bac where
57 of the 132 Schneiders involved were destroyed. Nevertheless, they took part in
many battles until the end of the war.

This model represents an early Schneider CA in 1917.

Data:  Engine one 4 cylinder Schneider petrol engine of 45kW. Width
2.05mm. Length 6.32m. Height 2.30m. Combat weight 13.6 tonnes. Maximum
speed 8.1km/h. Armament one 75mm Blockhaur Schneider and two 8mm Hotchkiss
M1914 machine guns. Crew 6.

Wespe/Retrokit 1/72 kit. Completed in May 2012.
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