
Short Stirling B.I
The Short Stirling was the first of Britain’s heavy bombers to see

service during World War II.  It was replaced by Halifax and
Lancaster bombers but continued to serve in many other roles for the
rest of the war.

Development of four-engined heavy bombers for the Royal Air Force began in
1936, the first Stirling flew on 14 May 1939 and production began in August 1940. 
They began entering service in January 1941 and flew their first mission on 10/11
February that year.

When Stirlings entered service they were the best heavy bombers in the world. 
However, they were replaced in service by the better Halifax and Lancaster bombers,
and were withdrawn from service as bombers by December 1943.

This model represents the Stirling MG-F of 7 Squadron Royal Air Force (the
first to fly Stirlings) which made an emergency landing in Holland on 19 August 1942
and was salvaged, repaired and later flown by the Luftwaffe.

Data: long range heavy bomber.  Engines four Bristol Hercules XI radio
engines of 1,100kW each.  Wing span 30.2m.  Length 26.6m.  Maximum take-off
weight 31,751kg.  Maximum speed 454km/h.  Range 3,750km).  Armament eight
7.7mm (0.30.in) machine guns and up to 6,350kg bombload.  Crew of seven.

Anigrand 1/144 kit.  Completed in November 2013.
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