
Dassault Mirage III V
The Dassault Mirage III V was an attempt to develop a supersonic

strike fighter that could land and take off vertically.  It was not
successful and the project was cancelled after only two aircraft had
been made and tested.

The Dassault Mirage III V was designed in response to a 1961 NATO
requirement for a supersonic vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) strike fighter.  It’s
competition was the Hawker Siddeley P.1154 which was to use a single engine with
vectored thrust while the Dassault design included nine engines, a main one for
horizontal flight and eight smaller lift engines.  The Mirage III V was basically a
Mirage III lengthened to accommodate the eight lift engines, not an ideal solution.

Two Mirage III Vs were manufactured, the first one making its first flight on 12
February 1965.  However, the second prototype crashed in November 1966 and the
project terminated.

This model represents the first prototype Mirage III V, circa 1966.
Data: Experimental VTOL aircraft.  Engine one SNECMA TF104B turbofan

engine of 4,725 kg thrust and eight Rolls-Royce RB162 lift turbojet engines of 2,00
kg thrust each.  Wing span 8.72m.  Length 18m.  Loaded weight 12,000kg.  Maximum
speed 1,548km/h 

Modelsvit 1/72 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in July 2017.
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