
Aichi E16A
The Aichi E16A was a two seat reconnaissance floatplane designed

to fly from the major ships of the Imperial Japanese Navy during World
War II.  By the time it entered service it was outclasses and suffered
heavy losses.

The Aichi E16A was designed to fly from the cruisers and battleships of the
Imperial Japanese Navy.  Specifications for a new floatplane were issued in 1939 but
delays meant design did not begin until October 1940 and the prototype was completed
in May 1942.  It was accepted by the Navy in August 1943 and 256 were
manufactured.  It began entering service in 1944 but by this time the allies had gained
air superiority over most of the Pacific and most of the ships it had been designed to
fly from had been lost.  The E16A was used extensively during the American invasion
of the Philippines and suffered heavy losses and many were used in kamikaze attacks
during the invasion of Okinawa.

Data: Two seat reconnaissance floatplane.  Engine one Mitsubishi Kinsei 54
radial piston engine of 970kW.  Wing span 12.81m.  Length 10.83m.  Loaded weight
4,553kg.  Range 2,420km. Armament two wing mounted 20mm cannon, one flexible
rearward firing 13mm machine gun and 250kg of bombs.  Crew 2.

Anigrand 1/144 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in January 2019.
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