
Dassault Rafale C
The Dassault Rafale is a French multi-role fighter designed to

replace all of France’s existing fighters and strike aircraft.  It is capable
of flying from aircraft carriers as well as land bases on a wide range of
missions.

After participating in a European program to develop a next generation fighter
the French government decided, in 1985 to develop its own fighter to replace all the
existing fighters and strike aircraft in its inventory.  The resulting Dassault Rafale was
capable of air force and naval operations.  The technology demonstrator was rolled
out in December 1985 and made its first flight on 4 July 1986.  The significantly
improved pre-production Rafale C01 made its first flight on 19 May 1991.

This model represents the first pre-production Rafale C as it was displayed at
Farnborough in 1992.

Data: multi-role fighter.  Engine two SNECMA M88-2 turbofan engines of
50.05kN dry thrust and 75kN thrust each with afterburner.  Wing span 10.90m. 
Length 15.27m.  Maximum take-off weight 24,500kg.  Maximum speed 1,912km/h. 
Armament one  30mm GIAT 30 autocannon and up to 9,500kg of underwing stores
including bombs, rockets and drop tanks.  Crew 1.

Italeri 1/72 kit completed by Leigh Edmonds in November 2019.
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