
Dewoitine D551
The Dewoitine D.551 was an improved version of the Dewoitine

D.520 fighter.  It was ordered into production in 1939 but none had
been completed by the time of the French surrender in June 1940.

The Dewoitine 551 began as the Dewoitine 550 that was built in 1939 for an
attempt on the air speed record.  It was a modified version of the Dewotine 520 fighter
with a more powerful engine and reduced wingspan and weight.  When it first flew
on 23 October 1939 it reached a speed of 676 km/h which was 144 km/h faster than
the Dewoitine 520.

A militarized version, the Dewoitine 551, was designed for easy production and
16 prototypes were ordered.  Production commenced quickly but none were
completed by the time of the Armistice in June 1940.  None had been flown and they
were ordered to be scrapped.

This model represents a prototype Dewoitine 551 in May 1940.
Data:  Engine one Hispano-Suiza 12Y-51 piston engine of 820kw.  Wing span

9.33m.  Length 8.20m.  Gross weight 2,150kg.  Maximum speed 662km/h.  Proposed
armament one 20mm cannon and four four 7.5mm machine guns.  Crew one.

FGMmastermazon 1/72 kit.  Completed in May 2020.
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