
McDonnell F-4E Phantom II
The F-4 Phantom II was the most popular and successful jet

fighter produced in the West from the 1960s.  Over 5000 were
constructed between 1958 and 1981m, they served with the air forces of
eleven other nations and a few remained in active service in 2020.

Design of the F-4 commenced in September 1953, prototype aircraft were
ordered in July 1955 and the F-4 made its first flight on 27 May 1958.  It offered a new
standard of interception including a loiter period of two hours and an ability to detect
and destroy any target within radar range with no outside assistance.  The first F-4s
entered service with the US Navy in September 1962 and later entered service with the
USAF  They saw extensive service in South East Asia and contributed very
significantly to Western air defence from the 1960s.

This model represents the F-4E ‘Spunky IV’ of the 34TFS/388TFW based in
Thailand during the Vietnam War.

Data:  Engine two General Electric J79-GE-17 turbojets of 8119kg thrust.  Wing
span 11.71m.  Length 19.20m.  Maximum take-off weight 27964kg.  Maximum speed
2390km/h. Range 958km.  Armament one 20mm M61A1 canon, air-to-air missiles and
external weapons.  Crew two.

Hasegawa 1/72 kit completed by Steve Pulbrook in 2020.
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